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author finds no logical or topical grouping for the parables satisfactory, and 
so arranges them chronologically into three groups, the Early, Intermediate 
and Late Groups, or those of the First, Second and Third Periods. The 
method of treatment is a paragraph descriptive of the parable, its character, 
circumstances, and so forth, followed by a paragraph which gives the " scope " 
or application and significance of the parable. Certain of them receive more 
extended discussion. Thirty-one in all are presented in the volume. Of 
course Professor Salmond's Primer does not supersede, it does not even take 
the place of, the larger works upon the same subject. Trench's On the Para- 
bles, Bruce's Parabolic Teaching of Christ, and others, but it is of equal value 
with these as far as it goes, and it will be much more widely read and studied 
because its size is not formidable but attractive to the general Bible student 
and Sunday school worker. 

C W. V. 



The Psalms (Expositor's Bible). By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. Vol. II., 
Psalms XXXIX.-LXXXIX. New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son., 1893. 
Pages 503. Price $1.50. 

This is the thirty-fifth volume of this valuable series of expositions, written 
by almost as many eminent biblical scholars of Great Britain and America. 
One year ago. Dr. Maclaren gave us his first volume on the Psalms covering 
numbers I.-XXXVIII. This was accorded a warm welcome among all 
biblical and especially homiletical students of the scriptures, because of its 
critical basis, its warm Christian sympathy, its lucid presentation of the chief 
truth in each passage, its strong appeal to the reader and listener, and its 
application to the questions of the day. The originality of statement and the 
epigrammatic mode of expression made the work popular from its appearance. 
This new volume follows close in the tracks of the first as to plan and method of 
treatment. It exhibits considerable critical skill in the handling of the Hebrew 
text. The author is slow to make prominent use of conjectural emendations, 
or to alter readings already authorized by manuscripts and versions. The 
questions of date and authorship are treated with candor and prevailingly with 
good judgment. Cheyne's positions are not left unnoticed, but receive the 
respectful treatment which they deserve. Dr. Maclaren is conservative in his 
assumptions, methods and conclusions, though by no means impervious to the 
best light already thrown on the Psalter. 

A good specimen of his method of treatment is that of the seventy-second 
psalm. He first gives us a new translation in which there are several very 
happy expressions, e. g., " may he come down like rain upon the mown 
pasture " (vs. 6a), " may there be abundance of com in the earth on the top of 
the mountains ! may its fruit rustle like Lebanon ! " Following this is a 
statement of the views of the leading commentators and writers, including 
Cheyne, with such objections as appear to him pertinent. The writer then 
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states his position in a few words and proceeds at once to the elucidation of 
the several verses before him. In many respects it is a model discourse. 
There is no superfluity of words, no speculation without ample basis, but a 
real, genuine expository sermon such as every psalm could produce at the 
hands of the critico-spiritual student and scholar. We commend these 
volumes of Dr. Maclaren to the rising ministry both for the careful study they 
reveal, and for the immense practical use to which they are put. This kind 
of discourse, this method of treating the Bible will be the pulpit method of 
the future. It feeds the preacher and satisfies the spiritual needs of the 
masses. Price. 



